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Patrick Amos  

 In 1957 Patrick Amos was born on Nootka Island located on the west coast of Vancouver 

Island into the Mowachaht Band, one of the fourteen member tribes of the Nuu-chah-nulth 

Nation. Since 1976 Patrick has been designing limited edition 

prints. In 1979 he began carving wood, apprenticing with 

Tony Hunt Sr. at the Art of the Raven Gallery, in Victoria, 

BC. Later, he apprenticed with Tim Paul at the Royal British 

Columbia Museum carving shed in Victoria, where he assisted 

in totem pole projects. 

In 1990 Patrick Amos and Tim Paul carved a 36' Hesquiaht 

totem pole for the Maori people of New Zealand. Patrick 

Amos began selling his work through the Royal British 

Columbia Museum shop in Victoria, B.C., as early as 1976. 

Patrick had his first solo exhibition in 1991 at the Gallery 

Indigena in Stratford, Ontario. In 1992 Patrick was invited to show his work at an exhibit at the 

Native Heritage Center in Duncan, BC. Patrick's work has been steadily shown at Images for a 

Canadian Heritage in Vancouver, B.C. The Royal British Columbia Museum in Victoria, BC has also several paintings and prints of 

Patrick's in their permanent collection. Increasingly Patrick Amos is being commissioned for larger works and he now takes on 

apprentices to assist with these projects. His commissions include a 10' x 30' mural for the Mount Klitsa Junior Secondary School, in 

Port Alberni, BC. (1995) ; a 14' totem pole for the Alberni District Secondary Scholl in Port Alberni, BC.(1997) ; an 8' x 20' painted 

mural for the HA-HO Payuk Elementary School on the Tsahahe reserve in Port Alberni, BC ; and a 7' totem pole for the Gallery 

Indigena in Stratford, Ontario. 

Patrick is active in his community, giving carving demonstrations at various schools throughout the Port Alberni, BC. school district 

each year. Since 1991 Patrick has taught a native art class at the Duquaht Art School in Ucluelet, BC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST NATIONS CARVER AND PAINTER PATRICK AMOS VISITS CEDAR HOUSE GALLERY IN UCLUELET, BC, CANADA 

https://vimeopro.com/lanceblackwell/rtown-tv-long-beach/video/88502448 

https://vimeopro.com/lanceblackwell/rtown-tv-long-beach/video/88502448


Northwest Coast Totem Poles 

 
Totem poles are monumental carvings, a type of Northwest Coast art, consisting of poles, posts or pillars, carved with 

symbols or figures.  

They are usually made from large trees, mostly western red cedar, by First Nations and 

indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest coast including northern Northwest Coast 

Haida, Tlingit, and Tsimshian communities in Southeast Alaska and British Columbia, 

Kwakwaka'wakw and Nuu-chah-nulth communities in southern British Columbia, and the 

Coast Salish communities in Washington and British Columbia. The word totem derives 

from the Algonquian word odoodem, kinship group". The carvings may symbolize or 

commemorate ancestors, cultural beliefs that recount familiar legends, clan lineages, or 

notable events.  

The poles may also serve as functional architectural features, welcome signs for village 

visitors, mortuary vessels for the remains of deceased ancestors, or as a means to 

publicly ridicule someone. They may embody a historical narrative of significance to the 

people carving and installing the pole.  

Given the complexity and symbolic meanings of totem pole carvings, their placement 

and importance lies in the observer's knowledge and connection to the meanings of the 

figures and the culture in which they are embedded. 

Images: Tony Hardie Data from: Wikipedia                     
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Mobile Museum Teacher Feedback Questionnaire 

 

1. Did you find the PowerPoint presentation engaging for students? 

 

2.  Was the information presented relevant, educational, and Informative for your students? 

 

3. What grade level are your students currently at? 

 

4. Is there something that you think should be added that was not included in the presentation? 

 

5. Are the artifacts displayed helpful and relevant to what you are currently teaching? 

 

6. Would you recommend the Mobile Museum to other schools, staff or friends? 

 

7. Did you find the follow-up activities provided useful? Will you use them in the future? 

 

8. Have you seen the Mobile Museum website? Did you find it helpful and useful? 

 

Please feel free to take pictures and share online if you wish.  

All teacher and student feedback is helpful in gathering information to improve the program 

content and presentations moving forward.  

If I can be of any further assistance with your BC History or Aboriginal Education units, please 

do not hesitate to contact me. 

This information can also be sent to tours@mobilemuseum.ca 




